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Ten Tips to Strengthen Your Legal Writing 

 This session serves as a refresher on legal writing.  Attendees should leave the session 
with at least ten ways to improve their legal writing.  The ten tips we will consider follow. 

1) Examine your writing process and adjust the timing for the steps in your process based 
on your own strengths and weaknesses. 
 

2) State your main message in the first paragraph, and even in the first sentence.  First 
impressions matter, and the beginning of a document is always read.  Do not give your 
reader a chance to check out before you say what you want or need to convey to the 
reader.  This may mean that you will even write the text, then go back and rework the 
first paragraph and the first sentences to clearly state your message up front.   
 

3) Use roadmaps and signposts to guide your reader.  Roadmaps and signposts will also 
help the writer to organize thoughts and stay on track.  If it is hard to begin writing with 
this level of organization, write what you want then go back and do an after-the-fact 
outline in which you identify your main points and insert a roadmap and signposts to 
assist the reader.    
 

4) Effectively use transitions.  Transition techniques and words are additional ways to 
ensure that your message is clearly understood by your reader and that you identify the 
connections between your sections, paragraphs, sentences, and words. 
 

5) Consider your audience and tailor your message to that audience.   Just as you tailor 
your speech to your audience, you should tailor your writing to suit your audience’s 
expectations, roles, and level of understanding.   
 

6) Use plain English to make reading and understanding easier.  You cannot afford to 
have someone misunderstand your message.  Moreover, your readers are busy and do not 
have time to reread your writing.   
 

7) Employ techniques to make writing more persuasive, while maintaining credibility.  
Techniques should be used, in addition to the content of your message, to make your 
writing more persuasive and more logical.  Simultaneously, writers must be mindful of 
maintaining credibility with readers.  
 

8) Remember the people at the heart of the lawsuits and tell their stories effectively 
and sensitively.  Lawyers and judges can get mechanical about how they approach and 
handle cases that are often one of a kind to the people involved in the cases. 
 



9) Rewrite, rewrite, rewrite.  Writing requires thinking.  Thus, rewriting includes 
rethinking and revising ideas and how they are presented, challenging arguments 
presented, and refining how things are said to clarify them. 
 

10) Proofread.  Proofread citations, headings, captions, and everything else.  Proofread in 
print.  Careful proofreading shows the reader that time and attention was paid to the 
work.   

  



Mary Garvey Algero is the Associate Dean of Faculty Development and Academic Affairs, the 
Philip and Eugenie Brooks Distinguished Professor of Law, and the Warren E. Mouledoux 
Distinguished Professor of Law at Loyola University New Orleans College of Law. Dean Algero 
has directed the Loyola Lawyering program (formerly the Legal Research and Writing Program) 
for 25 years.  She also teaches courses focused on civil procedure, federal courts, comparative 
law, and ethics. She has directed the Westerfield Fellows Program, alumni of which teach legal 
writing and other subjects at law schools across the country; currently one of the former 
Westerfield Fellows is the president of the Legal Writing Institute.   

She is the author of Louisiana Legal Research (3d ed. Carolina Academic Press) and co-author of 
Federal Legal Research (2d ed. Carolina Academic Press). She has published articles on issues of 
federal civil procedure and jurisdiction, the Louisiana civil law system, and the contracts clause 
and frequently presents on her scholarship and on teaching at professional conferences. She is a 
former president of the Association of Legal Writing Directors www.alwd.org and has served on 
the editorial board of Legal Writing: The Journal of the Legal Writing Institute 
http://www.journallegalwritinginstitute.org/. Prior to joining the faculty of the Loyola New 
Orleans College of Law, she practiced law with the New Orleans law firms of McGlinchey, 
Stafford, Mintz, Cellini & Lang and Pulaski, Gieger & Laborde, primarily in the areas of 
aviation, admiralty, and products liability. In law school she served as the editor in chief of the 
Loyola Law Review. 

  


